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Claiborne to the Mississippi River, Carrollton to the Parish Line 

Mapping our Housing and Infrastructure Problems  

Have you seen neighbors 

walking around your block with 

a clipboard, jotting down 

everything from clogged drains 

to potholes to blighted 

properties and broken 

streetlights?   

They are volunteers who have 

stepped up to give an hour of 

their time to walk around and 

collect data for the Beacon of 

Hope Resource Center's 

housing and infrastructure 

mapping project for our 

neighborhood. 

Most of the blocks in our 

neighborhood have been 

surveyed by these giving and 

committed residents, and the 

data has been entered by the  

wonderfully patient and 

meticulous Byron Johnson. 

Once we get our last pieces 

gathered and hand all the data 

over to Beacon of Hope, they will 

turn it into maps that any 

organization or individual can use 

when trying to solve problems 

with the city agencies that are in 

charge of maintaining our 

infrastructure. 

Here's to all our neighbors who 

made time to help with this.  We'll 

be doing it again every six 

months, so if you'd like to join the 

ranks, please contact Pax Bobrow 

at 504-383-5729 or 

paxbobrow@yahoo.com to find 

out which areas could use a 

volunteer. 

 

Community Meeting: Tuesday, October 26 at Johnson School – PLEASE COME 

Our Carrollton-Riverbend 

Neighborhood Association 

(CRNA) will host a general 

meeting Tuesday evening, 

October 26, at J.W. Johnson 

Elementary School, Monroe 

Street between Hickory and 

Cohn. 

 

We’ll start at 6:00 p.m. with 

a bit of socializing and start 

the program at 6:30.  We’ll 

provide some food and drink 

(probably a little pizza and 

such) and invite you to bring 

anything you might like to 

share.  Come show off your 

cooking, though a dish to  

 

share is not required.  

Everyone is invited, 

especially everyone who 

lives within our CRNA 

boundaries:  Carrollton to the 

parish line, and Claiborne to 

the river. 

 

If you’ve been curious about 

the incredible energy and 

projects at Johnson School, 

school staff will be there to 

talk about their plans for 

chartering (see separate story 

inside).  Also, we’ll have an 

―open mike‖ period to hear 

everyone’s concerns about 

the neighborhood and to get 

 

input for our CRNA 

activities. 

 

We will also have a big map 

hanging up waiting for 

everyone to claim a street or 

two to ―Block Captain‖ for.  

Be a branch in our 

neighborhood communication 

tree, and help your block tell 

everyone else what’s going 

on. 

 

Please come.  Parking will be 

available in the paved, secure 

lot behind the school; the 

entrance is off Eagle Street. 

CRNA is seeking block 

captains to help get the word 

out quickly for every block 

in the neighborhood when a 

big issue comes up. 

 

We’ll have your block on a 

map waiting for you to 

claim it at the General 

Meeting. 

 

If you can’t make the 

meeting but want to be a 

block captain, please contact 

Pax Bobrow at 

paxbobrow@yahoo.com or 

504-383-5729. 

mailto:paxbobrow@yahoo.com
mailto:paxbobrow@yahoo.com
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James Weldon Johnson School Seeking Charter Status 

Education News 

CRNA Education 

Committee  

invites all 

neighborhood 

residents to 

participate in a series 

of open meetings to 

discuss education-

related topics in our 

community. These 

meetings are intended 

to give all 

neighborhood 

residents a voice in 

determining what the 

education needs and 

desires are within our 

community, as well 

as creating 

community-based 

solutions to meet 

those needs and 

desires. 

We invite you to join 

the conversation and 

look forward to an 

open, community-

based dialogue. 

Please contact:  

CRNA Education 

Committee Chair 

Ariel Wallick Dorfman 

for more information  

504-228-7892 or 

Ariel@oakcircleschool.com 

Our James Weldon Johnson 

Elementary School is 

applying for charter status 

from the state.   

The school hopes to build on 

the garden project, in which 

CRNA members have been 

actively involved, to create a 

unique environmental 

education curriculum. 

It will continue to be a free, 

public school serving the 

same grades that it presently 

serves.  All present Johnson 

students will have priority for  

 

attendance.  One hope is that 

it will become even more of a 

community school than it 

presently is. 

If the charter is approved, 

and we won’t know that for 

another month or so, it would 

take effect with the 2011-12 

school year.   

In the recent report published 

in the Times-Picayune of 

school performance scores 

for 2009-10 versus the 

previous year, Johnson 

moved from 10
th

 among the  

 

27 Recovery School District 

non-charter schools to 4
th

.  

Though there is still much 

progress to be made, the 

students, teachers and 

administrators should all be 

congratulated for these 

significant improvements. 

Come to the October 26 

community meeting (see 

separate story) to have your 

questions answered—and 

perhaps to offer whatever 

expertise you may have in 

support of the school. 

 

 

 

 

James Weldon Johnson School Holds its First Student Council Elections 

It has been a very exciting 

time for the students at James 

Weldon Johnson Elementary 

School.  The entire process 

from nominations through 

the campaign and installation 

of officers was a great 

educational experience for 

all. 

The nominees presented their 

speeches to the student body, 

made pledges/promises and 

posted campaign signs 

around the school.  Some of 

the promises/pledges were to 

collaborate with faculty/staff  

on various projects.  They 

also made a commitment to 

be strong advocates and 

leaders.  The principal, Mrs. 

Brooks explained the 

roles/responsibilities of the 

student council 

representatives and officers.  

On election day, they cast 

their ballots on one of three 

official voting machines. 

Later that afternoon, the 

cheers could be heard 

throughout the building as 

Mrs. Brooks announced the 

winners. 

 

The installation ceremony 

took place during open house 

on Wednesday, October 29.  

Officer Tiwana Conway of 

N.O.P.D. did the honors of 

swearing in the officers: 

Justin Briggs (8
th

 grade), 

president; Elijah Hall (7
th

 

grade), vice president; 

Samantha Myles (7
th

 grade), 

secretary; and Roland 

Dickerson (6
th

 grade), 

treasurer. 

The entire J.W. Johnson 

community is so proud of 

them.  –Edwina Dupre 

This Newsletter is printed by the Twomey Print Shop 

mailto:Ariel@oakcircleschool.com
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Community-Schoolyard Garden at James Weldon Johnson Elementary School 

J.W. Johnson Elementary 

School has embraced the 

community in a new and 

fruitful way.  In collaboration 

with community gardeners 

and the Priestley School of 

Architecture & Design, J.W. 

Johnson is creating a 

Community-Schoolyard 

Garden.   

The garden will be located on 

what is currently an unused 

asphalt lot on the school 

grounds, facing Hickory 

Street.  Due to the possibility 

that Johnson will move to the 

old Priestley site in some 

future year, the garden is 

being made entirely with 

containers made from 

cinderblocks, which in the 

event of a move, can follow 

the school to its new location.   

A group of incredibly hard-

working, talented, creative 

and dedicated students at the 

Priestley School of  

Architecture & Design have 

created a plan for the garden 

that combines the practicality 

of how this garden will be 

built, maintained, used and 

secured, with elements of 

beautiful design, lovely 

curves to offset the 

blockiness of the materials 

and location. 

Johnson school just got a 

new roof, and it has been 

sloped and gutters made for it 

specifically to collect 

rainwater into a system of 

raised water barrels that will 

allow us to water the garden 

without taxing either the 

school's resources or the 

earth itself, as well as 

alleviating area flooding 

from rainwater run-off.  This 

water catchment system is 

being funded by a grant from 

the Tulane Institute on Water 

Resources Law and Policy. 

 

The garden also has teamed 

up with Parkway Partners, 

which will act as the 

fiduciary agent for the 

project, so that anyone 

making a donation to the 

project can file it for tax 

purposes as a charitable 

donation.  Parkway Partners 

will also provide insurance 

for the garden, and make its 

vast array of knowledge and 

resources available in the 

creation of the garden, as 

well as in its use as a school 

learning ground. 

There will be a big kick-off 

event for the building of the 

first phase of the garden in 

November.   

If you would like to get in on 

the action, get your hands in 

some dirt, or just be involved 

however you can, please 

contact the James Weldon 

Johnson School at  

504-373-6212. 

 

 Be a Part of the Community-Schoolyard Garden! 

Well, this garden project 

sounds great!  Now, how do I 

get involved? 

Here’s a list of ways anyone 

in the community can be a 

part of the garden: 

o keep a eye on the garden, 

report anything amiss 

o help water the trees and 

scrubs along the fences 

o help keep trash off the 

street 

o keep the catch basins clear 

and flowing 

o participate in the 

neighborhood events 

relating to the garden 

o volunteer to work in the 

garden 

o compost clean leaves, 

coffee grounds, egg shells 

o suggest garden-related 

workshops for the 

neighborhood    

o contribute funds and/or 

materials needed 

o Make contact with building 

supply houses, nurseries, 

etc., asking for 

contributions of lumber, 

concrete blocks, cement, 

plants, soil 

o Share names of people who 

can and possibly will make 

contributions with the 

planning team 

o Assist with the building 

and construction of the 

beds, shed, table and 

benches 

Building Phase materials and 

supplies needed: 

o Lumber 

o Cement blocks 

o Hardware 

o Plumbing supplies 

o Names of dealers who 

might be willing to 

contribute the above 

 

Nursery/gardening supplies 

needed: 

o Watering hose and 

sprinklers, nozzles 

o Garden tools: shovels, 

hoes, trowels, turning soil 

forks, etc. 

o Hand tools 

 

Mary DeWitt Dukes 

Mddukes2@aol.com  

504-864-8114 

Community-

Schoolyard 

Garden 

Volunteer to work on 

a task group in the 

planning of the 

garden: 

o kick-off event 

o fund raising 

o communication-

publicity 

o community 

involvement 

o construction 

Contact Info: 

Mary DeWitt Dukes 

community outreach 

504-864-8114 

Mddukes2@aol.com  
 

Edwina Dupre 
Johnson School 

project leader 

504-373-6212 

mailto:Mddukes2@aol.com
mailto:Mddukes2@aol.com
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The Priestley Charter School–What will its Future Hold? 

Priestley News 

The Priestley School for 

Architecture and 

Construction grew out of this 

community, through the 

impetus of Carrollton United 

and lots of hard work by the 

Priestley board. 

The original idea was that it 

would occupy the old 

Priestley site on Leonidas.  

Started shortly after 

Hurricane Katrina, the school 

still lacks a permanent home.  

Its present location, on 

Palmyra, is in the footprint of 

the new hospital complex and 

is scheduled to be 

demolished.   

 

The school may be required 

to relocate (again) as early as 

the spring semester. 

Priestley is chartered under 

the Orleans Parish School 

Board, rather than the 

Recovery School District.  

Talks continue with OPSB as 

to where to locate the school. 

Plans to put the school at the 

Leonidas site were largely 

shelved by the School 

Facilities Master Plan, which 

determined the site to be too 

small for a high school.  (See 

story below about the site 

being developed for  

 

Johnson Elementary School.) 

And the school, which has 

been relocated multiple 

times, deserves a permanent 

home well before the 

Leonidas site will be ready 

for a school, even under the 

best of circumstances. 

For more information on the 

school or to get involved, see 

http://priestleycharterschool.org  
It’s an important addition to 

our city’s schools, providing 

unparalleled instruction in 

architecture, construction, 

engineering and design. 

 

 

 

The Priestley School Site–Will it Ever Be Healed? 

You probably noticed the 

announcement about the $1.8 

billion FEMA settlement for 

the re-construction of schools 

in New Orleans.  So, how 

will that affect the former 

Priestley school site on 

Leonidas? 

In a recent meeting of 

representatives from both the 

Johnson Elementary School 

and the Priestley School of 

Architecture and 

Construction with officials of 

the Recovery School District, 

we got a glimpse of the site’s 

future. 

The $1.8 billion is meant to 

fund the School Facilities 

Master Plan (i.e., the plan 

was devised to put a value on 

the FEMA-funded losses and 

to explain where the funds 

would go).  Changing the 

master plan would require 

approval of the state Board of 

Elementary and Secondary 

Education  and of the Orleans 

Parish School Board. 

The Priestley site is in Phase 

2 of the master plan, as a new 

elementary school.  Recently, 

there has been a clarification 

that the Johnson school 

would be the school going to 

that site. 

Design contracts should be 

let on all Phase 2 schools 

beginning in early 2011 and 

all are expected to be in 

design by the end of 

September 2011.   

The design phase takes 9-12 

months.  The construction 

phase takes 18 months or so.  

From beginning of design to 

the end of construction can 

be expected to take about 3 

years in total.  So, if design 

on a school at the Priestley 

site is begun by September 

2011, the school could be 

open by September 2014. 

 Because the existing 

Priestley building has historic 

qualities, FEMA requires a 

―FEMA 106 process,‖ with 

community involvement; that 

process will be a place to re-

consider whether the existing 

building is incorporated into 

the plan or totally 

demolished.  There will also 

be an opportunity for 

community input into the 

design phase, once an 

architect is selected. 

 

 

http://priestleycharterschool.org/
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Help New Orleans Public School Children Learn To Read–VOLUNTEER! 

Start the Adventure in 

Reading (STAIR) is a 

volunteer-based, nonprofit 

organization that has been 

providing free reading tutors 

for public school second-

grade students who are 

behind in reading since 1985.  

STAIR’s trained volunteers 

tutor one-on-one with 

second-graders in danger of 

 

academic failure to improve 

their reading and language 

skills.  Students and tutors 

meet after school or on 

Saturday mornings at sites in 

greater New Orleans.   

In the Carrollton area, 

STAIR serves these public 

schools:  Lafayette Academy, 

Johnson Elementary,  

 

Esperanza Charter, Bethune 

Elementary and Banneker 

Elementary. 

STAIR needs your help.  

Find out how you can give a 

child improved reading skills. 

No experience is necessary.     

Check out 

www.stairnola.org.   

The Anthony Bean Community Theater–Afterschool Acting Classes Too! 

The Anthony Bean 

Community Theater (ABCT), 

located at 1333 S. Carrollton 

Ave., between Willow and 

Jeannette, not only puts on 

great theater right in our 

neighborhood, it also has 

after school classes for kids 

ages 10-17!   

The after school program 

meets Monday - Thursday, 

5:00 - 6:30 p.m. It’s a 3-

month program with the 

actors performing the 

Christmas play If You Know 

Him, Say Yeah! at the end.    

 

Classes have just begun, but 

there is still room.  It’s not 

too late to sign up.  One 

semester (3 months) costs 

$300, but even though the 

program has expenses, no 

child will be turned away, 

regardless of ability to pay.  

The fact that many of the 

students at ABCT have an 

opportunity to go straight to 

paid acting jobs is certainly a 

plus, because New Orleans is 

now focusing on the filming 

industry. Some of ABCT's 

students have gone on to  

appear in commercials and as 

players in some of these film 

projects. The city of New 

Orleans is trying to supply 

the filming industry with 

qualified staff for their 

projects, and ABCT is 

certainly a resource to help 

accomplish this effort. 

ABCT has an exciting 2011 

Theater season planned, 

featuring  former 

Councilman Oliver Thomas 

in an original production, a  

teen open mike, an American  

 

classic and a marvelous 

Christmas show. Be a part of 

our second decade by 

becoming a season ticket 

holder and a donor. Thank 

you for your past support and 

future participation. 

Call the theater at  

504-862-7529 to get in on 

this neighborhood gem. 

Check out the theater’s latest 

news at 

www.anthonybeantheater.com.  

Call 899-0820 to sign up for 

a tutor training class or email 

elizabeth@scapc.org.   

 

http://www.stairnola.org/
http://www.anthonybeantheater.com/
mailto:elizabeth@scapc.org


Energy-Efficient Lighting Benefits 

Light Bulb Type Purchase Cost Energy Savings Money in Pocket 

75W Incandescent Flood Light $4 - $6 $0 $0 

18W Energy Efficient Flood Light $9.50* $59 $49.50 

(Includes a $2.50 donation to Green Light New Orleans. Donations are tax-deductible)* 
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Looking for Vacant Lots to Turn into Community Gardens 

Sustainability News 

of community gardens 

available to neighborhood 

residents to grow fresh 

produce, herbs and flowers.  

Please call Andreas 

Hoffmann at 504-342-4966 

or email 

green@greenlightneworleans.org 

if you own a vacant lot in our 

neighborhood or if you 

would like to get involved in 

the project.  

 

Community gardens benefit 

the neighborhood through 

transforming empty lots into 

productive and esthetically 

pleasing communal spaces. 

Join Us in Tip the Block 

opportunity to support 

community members even 

further, and we are 

committed to doing so. 

As a result of the great 

participation in our free light 

bulb program, we aim to 

provide more opportunities 

and engage neighborhoods in 

a process of switching the 

majority of blocks to energy- 

efficient light bulbs.  To 

provide this opportunity, we 

have transitioned some of our 

free light bulb installations to 

a block-by-block system in 

an effort to ―tip‖ entire 

blocks green.   

Our current focus is in the 

Carrolton-Riverbend 

neighborhood within the 9-

block area between Birch, 

Joliet, Plum, and Eagle 

streets.  If you live within 

this area and would like to 

receive free light bulbs, 

would like to know how to 

access other green resources 

or want more information, 

please contact us.  

To sign up or for more info 

go to: 

www.greenlightneworleans.org 

Call 504.324.2429 

 

Green Light New Orleans (neighborhood environmental nonprofit) 

Buy Green Give Green 

provide an energy-efficient 

compact fluorescent light 

bulb (CFL) for a New 

Orleans household with 

limited resources.  This is an 

excellent way to give back to 

your community and help 

pave the way for New 

Orleans to become a green 

city.   

 

We offer high-quality CFL 

and LED light bulbs that can 

save you in upward of 75% 

in lighting electricity usage 

compared to incandescent 

light bulbs.  That means 

more money in your pocket 

and less impact on the 

environment. We can come to 

you or welcome you to our 

office to try out our selection 

of bulbs.  Because you will 

start saving energy right 

away, your investment will 

pay for itself within a short 

time.  Together, our entire 

community can take part in 

an energy-efficient New 

Orleans. 

 

 

The sustainability committee 

is looking for empty lots that 

can be leased and 

transformed into community 

gardens. One of our main 

initiatives is creating a series 

Green Light New Orleans, a 

local, environmental non-

profit, installs free energy-

efficient light bulbs to 

provide a pathway for 

residents to use less energy.  

We have now reached 

between 1-3 people on 

almost every block in the 

city.  Our strong ties and 

close networks within the 

community grant us an 

Green Light New Orleans 

can now provide specialty 

energy-efficient lighting, 

flood lamps, LEDs, vanity 

globes and more, through our 

Buy Green Give Green 

program. Each energy-

efficient light bulb you buy 

from Green Light will  

mailto:green@greenlightneworleans.org
http://www.greenlightneworleans.org/
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Crime Cameras – If You Get One, Register it with the NOPD 

 

Safety & Security News 

The New Orleans Police 

Department is compiling a 

list of active surveillance 

cameras throughout the city. 

By reporting known camera 

installations, you help 

support NOPD's crime-

fighting mission.  

The way to register is to 

complete an online survey for 

each operational camera 

system you wish to report. 

Register at  

http://bit.ly/nopd-scs-2010  

Do you have a security 

camera system at your house 

that takes pictures of the 

exterior or the street?  If so, 

would you be interested in 

connecting it with others in 

the neighborhood to create a 

neighborhood system for 

possible crime deterrence?  

Would you willing to register 

your camera system with the 

NOPD for possible 

coordination with them 

should there be a crime in 

your area? 

If you don’t have such a 

system, might you be 

interested in acquiring one?  

They’re not all that expensive 

these days, and components 

can be found at the hardware 

store. 

We’re trying to assess the 

interest in a coordinated 

security/crime camera system 

in the neighborhood.  If 

you’re interested, please 

contact Jerry Speir at 

jerryspeir@gmail.com.  

NOPD Tidbits from Liz Reed… 

Our Safety & Security 

Committee Chair has been 

attending police department 

information meetings.  Here 

are some of the basic tips the 

NOPD offers us: 

Recently there have been 

robberies and a sexual assault 

committed by men riding 

bikes—so be aware. 

 

Take a photograph or video 

of and record serial numbers 

for computers, etc. that are 

often stolen in home  

burglaries and might be 

found in area pawn shops. 

When buying a new and 

expensive item, don't put the 

carton out on the curb with 

the trash; this announces your 

big purchase to the world. 

 

Keep cars locked and keep 

seats clear of tempting items.  

Also, the Second District 

police meet with anyone 

from the community who 

shows up at the following 

meetings: 

NONPACC  

3
rd

 Tuesday of every month 

at 7:00 p.m.  

Touro Hospital second floor 

meeting rooms 

COMSTAT  

Every Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. 

Touro Hospital Second Floor 

Command Post Castellon Pharmacy 

Uptown’s Only True Discount 

Drug Store 

 

 

866-3784 

 

8232 Oak Street 

 

M-F: 8:30 am to 6 pm 

2nd District Police 

Department 

 

Main Line: 

504-658-6020 

Emergencies: 

911 or 

504-821-2222 

 

Captain Darryl Albert 

djalbert@cityofno.com 
 

Quality of Life 

Officer:  

Wilford Eddington 

weddington@cityofno.com 
504-658-6029 

 

Curfew Center: 

504-658-0369 

 

Homeless Assistance: 

B.B. St. Roman 

504-259-9336 

 

N.O. Crime Maps 

http://bit.ly/NOLA_crime

_maps 

http://bit.ly/nopd-scs-2010
mailto:jerryspeir@gmail.com
mailto:djalbert@cityofno.com
http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=weddington%40cityofno.com
http://bit.ly/NOLA_crime_maps
http://bit.ly/NOLA_crime_maps
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MRPO (Merchants, Residents, Property Owners of Oak Street) – by Audrey Driscoll 

Oak Street has reorganized. 

The Officers and Members of 

the MRPO and Oak St./Main 

Street organization called for 

an election.  Every individual 

with a vested interest on Oak 

Street was contacted by email 

or in person and asked to 

participate in the call for 

nominations to bring the two 

groups together.   The 

following Officers were 

unopposed in this election 

and will begin their terms 

immediately.   

President: Ralph Driscoll 

(Driscoll Antiques & Design) 

 

Vice President: Hank Staples 

(Maple Leaf Bar) also 

serving as Po-boy Festival 

Chair 

Treasurer: Sheva DeMatteo 

Economic Development: Bill 

Laine (Wallingford Bikes) 

Promotion: Chris Reams 

(Skip & Whistle) 

 Block Representatives: 

Scott Sbisa 

Brad Wilkins 

 

Elections will be held yearly 

in March starting March 

2012 to fill vacant positions  

 

and any offices that are 

contested by two or more 

candidates. 

The Officers ask all 

interested parties who are 

eligible as members of the 

new organization to 

volunteer to be part of the 

advisory board by serving as 

Block Representatives.  It is 

proposed in the City’s new 

Master Plan that neighborhood 

organizations not be allowed 

to require dues to qualify 

members for voting.  In the 

place of dues, each individual 

must sign a letter of intent 

that they acknowledge that 

the organization is acting on 

their behalf.  The majority of 

the eligible Oak Street 

merchants, residents and 

property owners have already 

signed the membership letter.  

If you are not sure that you 

have signed up or wish to 

join please contact one of the 

Officers of the organization.  

We have found in the past 

that an organization with a 

large active membership gets 

co-operation from City Hall 

and other city departments.  

It is very important that each 

individual participates by 

signing up as a member. 

 

 
Po-Boy Preservation Festival 2010! 

Sunday, November 14, 2010: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. 

On Oak Street 

The 2010 New Orleans Po-Boy Preservation Festival 

will feature three stages with live music, arts and 

crafts, a children’s section with games and prizes, 

panel discussions covering the history of the po-boy 

and, of course, the best tasting po-boys in New 

Orleans. 

www.poboyfest.com  

Pensiontown of Carrollton Neighborhood 

Association 

1st Saturdays at 4pm 

Greater St. John MBC 

8616 Hickory St (corner of Hickory and Leonidas) 

or 

Evening Star MBC 

8926 Hickory St (between Eagle and General Ogden) 

Tilman Hardy 504.237.9556 leonidashouse@gmail.com  

Jason Coleman jasoncoleman00@yahoo.com  

 

 

HOURS: 6 AM – 2 PM Wed – Sun, Closed Tuesdays 

 
FREE coffee or fountain drink and regular donut 

with this coupon! 
 

8140 Oak Street (@ Dublin) 

 

Toll free: 888.88gumbo 

http://www.poboyfest.com/
mailto:leonidashouse@gmail.com
mailto:jasoncoleman00@yahoo.com
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Community Center Update 

Although the Carrollton 

Community Center project 

was envisioned long ago, 

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 

set it back many years.  The 

principal organization behind 

the center, the Carrollton 

Economic Development 

Corporation, found itself 

scattered across the country 

and unable to continue 

because of the chaos that 

ensued.  In August of 2009, 

the land for the community 

center was given to Trinity 

Christian Community (TCC), 

a 501c3 based in the 

Carrollton area, to ensure the 

completion of the project. 

TCC is a 43-year-old 

community development 

corporation with a long 

history of service to New 

Orleans.  Its projects include 

housing rehabilitation, new 

home construction, an 

AmeriCorps program, in- and 

after-school tutoring,  

operation of multiple 

community center spaces, 

volunteer coordination and 

deployment and much more.  

Since Katrina, TCC has 

returned over $94 million to 

the New Orleans community 

in goods, services and 

volunteer hours.  This has 

been accomplished because 

of tremendous partnerships 

with other organizations, 

both local and national. 

The Carrollton Community 

Center had previously 

received conditional use 

zoning approval, but due to 

the storms of 2005, it lapsed.  

Thus, throughout 2009-2010, 

the project was thoroughly 

vetted in a number of public 

meetings throughout 

Carrollton.  On June 1, 2010, 

the conditional-use permit 

was signed into law by the 

mayor, assuring that the 

project would continue.  

 

The next step was the 

―design development phase‖ 

in which the specifics of the 

project were determined by 

the architects, Wettermark 

and Keiffer.  This phase 

included costs to construct, a 

step necessary to ascertain 

whether the project would fit 

within the budget.  This step 

was completed in early 

September, 2010.  Next will 

come a period within which 

some serious consideration 

will be given to specific costs 

in order to keep the project 

within budget.  Once this 

phase is completed, the 

project will be advertised for 

bidding according to the state 

of Louisiana Bid Laws and 

contractors will be selected.  

Every phase of the project is 

overseen by a representative 

of the state of Louisiana 

Department of Facilities 

Planning and Control to be 

sure that all applicable laws 

are closely followed. 

Once a contractor is selected 

and vetted by the state, then 

construction may begin.    

Meanwhile, TCC has been 

thrilled to hear the many 

ideas for a community space.  

There are many talented 

Carrolltonians with gifts and 

skills that have the potential 

to be funneled into the center, 

and we wish to hear them all.  

As the developer of the 

center, it is anticipated that 

TCC will continue as 

operator, translating the 

programmatic ideas of our 

community into reality.  We 

are as excited as our 

neighbors about this center 

and eagerly await the day 

when we will attend the 

opening ceremonies.  Until 

then, keep us posted as to 

your great ideas and keep us 

in your prayers as we work to 

make this dream a reality. 

 

 

 

Kevin Brown, Executive Director 

Trinity Christian Community 

P.O. Box 13665 

New Orleans, LA 70185-3665 

504-482-7822 

http://www.tccno.org 

http://www.tccno.org/
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Become a Community Mediator – Help Heal Conflict in the Neighborhood 

Community Mediation 

Services, Inc. plans to offer 

community mediator training 

to interested individuals and 

representatives of 

neighborhood organizations, 

social agencies, educational 

institutions and other 

community-based organizations. 

Founded in1994, the mission 

of CMS is to achieve peace 

through justice in the  

 

community through 

restorative practices such as 

mediation, restorative circles 

and community 

conferencing.  

CMS educates the greater 

New Orleans community 

about mediation, restorative 

justice and other forms of 

conflict transformation, and 

CMS also provides mediation 

and training services on a  

 

sliding fee scale.  

Community mediators are 

trained in basic conflict 

resolution theory, mediation 

processes and techniques, 

ethics and professionalism 

and personal self-assessment. 

For more information or to 

register your interest in the 

training, please contact Betty 

DiMarco at 504-861-8261. 

 

 Day of Community Beautification with One By Youth 

The Pensiontown community 

has a great opportunity to 

have some willing servants 

from One By Youth and 

various organizations help 

beautify our neighborhood.  

Join us Nov. 6, 2010,  

 

beginning at 7:30 a.m. at the 

site of the future community 

center in the 1700 block of 

Leonidas.  Bring a rake, 

shovel, gloves, paint 

brush/roller, etc.  If you 

know of any residents  

 

needing minor home repairs, 

please let me know. If you 

have any questions, please 

give me a call at  

504-393-6910 or email  

swilliamsV@live.com.   

Pastor Stanford Williams, Jr. 

Pastor/Community leader 

New Covenant Faith Church 

mailto:swilliamsV@live.com
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Yoga as Service to the Community – Pay What You Can 

Tucked up and away on Oak 

Street is a little tree-house of 

a yoga and personal training 

studio called Transform. Its 

mission is to help the people 

of New Orleans transform 

their bodies, their minds and 

their lives.  

Transform offers vinyasa 

(flowing) yoga which helps 

both mind and body by 

regulating the breath, uniting 

the breath with movement 

and, as a result, quieting the 

mind. Beginners are 

welcome; classes are open to 

all levels. If you are an older 

person, pregnant or injured 

and interested in Gentle 

Yoga, please contact Mia at 

985-640-2648 so that she can 

add that to the schedule.  

As a service to the 

community, classes are by 

donation — $10 is suggested 

but you can give whatever 

you feel you can afford.  

 

Transform also offers group 

workout classes at reasonable 

rates and life coaching. 

Please visit 

www.TransformNOLA.com 

for class schedules, helpful 

blogs and more information. 

 

 

Growing Butterflies in Classrooms – by Cindy Morse 

Several years ago, a group of 

young children and I found a 

butterfly that had died.  After 

we studied its remarkably 

fragile body with delicate, 

colorful wings, we had a 

funeral and mourned its 

death.  But before we buried 

it, we noticed it had a small 

white tag on its wing.  With a 

magnifying glass, we 

discovered an address; so we 

wrote a group letter to a 

university in Montreal.  It 

turned out a Canadian 

professor was studying the 

migration of the monarch 

butterfly by banding them 

before they flew south for the 

winter.   

 

 

Several years later, a big 

spread in National 

Geographic showed the 

valley in Mexico where the 

Monarchs end their migration 

and spend the winter.  Trees 

were completely covered 

with the orange and black 

butterflies.  

Since that life-changing 

event, I have shared with 

many classes the miracle of 

the fragile butterfly’s life 

changes…called 

metamorphosis.  I grow the 

plants used for food by the 

tiny caterpillars after they 

hatch from pinpoint-sized 

eggs.  In a jar in classrooms, 

they eat voraciously 

and grow accordingly until 

big enough to form a 

chrysalis, where they change.  

Hatching two weeks later is a 

brand new butterfly.  In a 

short time, the monarch is 

ready to resume to travels.             

It’s an amazing 

transformation that seems 

almost unbelievable.  So I 

like to help the next 

generation actually see the 

changes, watch the tiny 

caterpillar grow and finally 

let the butterfly free to 

continue the process 

I think seeing ―real life‖ 

processes of the earth 

provides some of our most 

valuable lessons. 

 



  

Barbera, Marilyn  malynbarbera@msn.com 

(zoning co-chair) 

 

Bobrow, Pax  paxbobrow@yahoo.com 

(vice-president, communications chair) 

 

Brantley, Barry  bbrantley@earthlink.net 

 

Brown, Kevin  kevin@tccno.org 

 

DiMarco, Betty  dimarco_bl@bellsouth.net 

 

Dorfman, Ariel Wallick  ariel@oakcircleschool.com 

(education chair) 

 

Franklin, Camilla  camillagf1@gmail.com 

 

Garrison, Rudolph drrgarrison@aol.com 

 

Hoffmann, Andreas

 andreashoffmann@greenlightneworleans.org 

(sustainability chair) 

 

Johnson, Byron  bjohnso2@bellsouth.net 

(blight eradication chair) 

 

Morse, Cindy  cmorse7@cox.net 

(treasurer) 

 

Reed, Liz  uptownlizr@yahoo.com 

(safety chair) 

 

Speir, Jerry  jerryspeir@gmail.com 

(president) 

 

Weymann, Betsy  eweymann@cox.net 

(zoning co-chair) 

 

Wilkins, Brad  eat@oakstreetcafe.com 

 

Wilkof, Rick  rwilkof@verizon.net 

 

Wolfe-Nicolay, Anne awolfecpa@mindspring.com 

(priestley site committee chair) 

 

OUR WEBSITE  http://crna-nola.org 

 

CRNA Board and Officers Contact Information 

Websites of Interest 

http://crna-nola.org 

CRNA website 

 

http://www.WCNOLA.com 

West Carrollton website 

 

http://www.onlyonoak.com/ 

Oak Street – Main Street Program 

 

http://ppnanola.org/ 

Palmer Park Neighborhood Association 

 

http://carrolltonareanetwork.blogspot.com/ 

Carrollton Area Network 

 

http://senate.legis.state.la.us/Peterson/ 

Contact Louisiana State Senator Karen Carter Peterson 

 

http://www.walkerhines.com/contact/index.html 

Contact Louisiana State Representative Walker Hines 

 

 

Are you a local business 

owner interested in 

advertising in our next 

newsletter? 

 

Contact the editor at 

paxbobrow@yahoo.com 

or at 383-5729. 

CRNA meetings are held every 

second Thursday, 7 pm usually at 

Squeal Bar-B-Q at 8400 Oak St. 

Call 232-1809 to confirm the 

meeting place. 

All neighbors are invited to attend. 

We need you there! 

mailto:paxbobrow@yahoo.com

