
CRNA Board Meeting – Minutes 

November 11, 2010 

 Attending Board Members:  Marilyn Barbera, Pax Bobrow, Byron Johnson, Anne Nicolay, Liz Reed, and 
Jerry Speir 

 Absent Board Members:    Barry Brantley, Kevin Brown, Ariel Wallick Dorfman, Betty DiMarco, Andreas 
Hoffman, Camilla Franklin,  Betsy Weymann , Brad Wilkins and Rick Wilkof.   

 Residents/Guests: Megan Bearson, Mary DeWitt Dukes, Wilfred Eddington, Lindsay Frenkel, Lenora 
Hingle, Martin Huber, John Johnston, Daniel Keiffer, Alice-Ann Krishnan, Robert Larsen, Bill Laine, David 
Leake, Joanna Leake, Andy Lehman, Linda Mauskopf, Brack May, Krista May, Bruce Mills, Pam Mills, 
Cindy Morse, Mary Robin-Perkins, Ana Snell, Sherry Stork,  Romy Thompson, Drew Ward, and Min Yang 

 NOPD 

 Officer Eddington, NOPD Qualify of Life Officer for our area, noted that his job is to deal with 
neighborhoods and individuals on issues that daily patrol officers do not—from barking dogs to 
abandoned cars, and issues between neighbors (about parking, trash, etc.), among other things. 

 In answer to questions, he responded that, no, you do not have a right to expect to park directly in front 
of your house and that efforts to block parking spaces (with garbage cans, etc) are illegal.  He also said 
that he would advise Entergy about safety concerns re: the way sidewalks have been totally blocked on 
Maple Street, in connection with gas line replacements, forcing pedestrians into busy streets. 

 Alice-Ann Krishnan said that she could provide the number for the Entergy customer service 
representative for our area.  [Post meeting info from A-A:  He is Kerry Jones, reachable at 504-595-3727 
or   KJone11@Entergy.com ] 

 Officer Eddington also noted that the new Second District Commander is Captain Darryl Albert.  
Eddington can be reached at 658-6029 or weddington@cityofno.com 

 
 Land-Use/Zoning Issues 

8801 Oak Street – Brack May introduced himself and described his plans for re-opening the restaurant at 
this address (the former service station near the railroad tracks).  He intends to open a 50-seat “Napa-
style burger bar,” with some outside seating under the canopy.  He will have sufficient parking so as not 
to need to apply for a parking waiver.  He expressed his intent to apply for both high and low alcohol-
content liquor licenses and seeks the association’s support for an appeal of the moratorium on new liquor 
licenses.  He also expressed a willingness to sign a Good Neighbor Agreement with the association 
similar to others that have been entered into with local businesses.  Willingness of the property owner to 
sign such an agreement remains to be determined.   

Consensus of the group was to ask the Zoning Committee, with particular assistance of immediate 
neighbors (like Danny Keiffer, who volunteered), to work with Mr. May toward defining the potential terms 
of an Agreement to be brought back to the board for further consideration.  Comments of the group were 
generally supportive, assuming an Agreement with both Mr. May and the property owner can be 
achieved.  It was noted, however, that some restaurants, like Lebanon’s, do survive without a liquor 
license. 

  



St. Joan of Arc church and school – Jerry Speir reported that immediate neighbors of the church and 
school have learned that the church/school have bought (or are seeking to buy) two properties in the 900 
block of Dante, at the corner of Burthe, and one property in the 8300 block of Freret.  Some tenants have 
been told to vacate by January 1 and neighbors are concerned about the lack of information concerning 
future plans. 

 Jerry spoke with Father Chuck Andrus at the church, who acknowledged that the Freret property 
has been purchased and that negotiations continue toward purchasing the Dante properties.  He 
indicated that current plans are to use the Freret property for computer classrooms for the school and the 
Dante properties for offices and storage for the church.  Neighbors are concerned about potential noise, 
parking and similar issues related to a change from residential to institutional use.  Neighbors are also 
concerned about possible demolition of the buildings.  Any change of use will require approval by both the 
City Planning Commission and the City Council.   

 Consensus of the group was to ask the Zoning Committee, with particular assistance from David 
Leake (an immediate neighbor and architect) and a small group of other immediate neighbors, to meet 
with Father Andrus and other church/school officials to collect information and come back to the board 
with recommendations. 

 Several attendees noted that signs had been posted recently on telephone poles in the 
immediate vicinity.  The signs were characterized as “incendiary” and not in the best interest of 
neighborhood relations.  Jerry noted that the anonymous signs were not the work of the association. 

 Some attendees noted problems that they had experienced living close to other churches and 
schools.  Others spoke of the church/school’s long history in the neighborhood and wanted to be sure that 
the committee approaches its work in a cooperative spirit. 

8325 Oak Street --  Lenora Hingle introduced herself and described her plans for this property (across 
from the Hardware store) at the corner of Cambronne.  Bruce and Pam Mills, owners of the property, 
were also present to offer their perspective.  Ms. Hingle seeks to operate a combination restaurant (lunch 
only, Monday-Thursday), catering business and reception hall hosting private parties.  She will be seeking 
an alcoholic beverage license and is likely to need a waiver for some still-to-be-determined number of 
parking spaces. 

 Much of the conversation focused on the capacity of the property and the parking concerns.  The 
building is roughly 9000 square feet, with 7000-7500 of that being on the ground floor.  Ms. Hingle 
foresees a “reception area” of 3500 square feet or so and parties in the range of 120 persons (though the 
capacity of the building is to be determined by the Fire Marshall).  She expects that the business would 
close by midnight. 

 Several attendees spoke of the heavy traffic/parking congestion that already exists in that block in 
the evenings.  The property has 32 or so spaces in its parking lot on the corner and another dozen or so 
behind the building.  Ms. Hingle and Mr. Mills noted that they have discussed leasing the Castellon 
Pharmacy lot for the evenings and employing valet parking. 

 Consensus of the group was to continue working with the owners and proposed operator toward 
defining the parking and capacity specifics, as well as the specifics of a Good Neighbor Agreement, which 
both expressed a willingness, in principle, to sign.  The board will consider a position on the proposal 
once those details are available.  A traffic/parking study was also suggested.   

  



Financial Report – Treasurer Cindy Morse reported that our account balance is just more than $1000, 
after recent expenses for the newsletter, the recent general meeting, and contributions in support of the 
“1 by Youth” project, the Harrell Park little league baseball team, etc. 

Cindy also reported that there will be Community Garden project kick-off event on December 4, with 
details to follow.  Several CRNA members have been deeply involved in the garden project. 

Committee Reports: 

Blight—Byron Johnson reported on the city’s new “blight stat” system for tracking blight removal and 
noted upcoming meetings on Nov. 18, Dec. 2, Dec. 16, Dec. 30.  The time is 8a.m.-9:30a.m., on the ninth 
floor of 1340 Poydras St. 

There have been recent demolitions in the neighborhood, including a former HANO property on 
Eagle Street, but numerous properties remain a problem.   

Communications – Pax Bobrow noted a continuing need for volunteers as Block Captains. 

Safety/Crime – Liz Reed continues to go to COMSTAT and 2d District NONPACC meetings on behalf of 
the organization. 

Zoning/Land-Use – In addition to issues detailed above, Marilyn Barbera noted a need to compare the 
land-use maps currently being used by the city (for planning purposes toward a new zoning ordinance) 
with reality.  It was noted that the mapping project that we are completing for the neighborhood should be 
a major aid in that regard, but individuals who wish to check on their own or nearby properties should 
contact Marilyn at malynbarbera@msn.com  

Mapping Project – Pax Bobrow reported that the project is very nearly complete. 

  

----------------------------------- 

Minutes by Jerry Speir 

 


