
Carrollton Riverbend Neighborhood Association 
Board Meeting Minutes	

May	8, 2014	
Present:			
Board	Members:	Barry	Brantley,	Betty	DiMarco,	Byron	Johnson,	Bob	Larsen,	Drew	
Ward,	Julianna	Padgett,	Rick	Wilkof.	Also:	Anne	Wolfe‐Nicolay;	David	Alvarez,	
Charlotte	Welwood	(residents),	Megan	Langhoff,	(Councilwoman	Guidry’s	office)	
Robert	Morris	(Uptown	Messenger);	Charles	Neyrey	(architect	for	Oak	Lofts)	
	
Meeting	was	called	to	order	at	7:05	pm	with	a	quorum	present.	
	
Approval of Minutes.		Minutes	of	the	April	meeting	approved	with	corrections	to	be	
made	to	David	Alvarez’s	name,	which	was	listed	as	Martinez.	Vote:	unanimous.	
	
Financial Report.		The	association	has	a	bank	balance	of	$697.67.		This	includes	$200	
of	donations	made	in	the	last	month.		Recent	expenses	were	two	reimbursements	to	
board	members:	$44.78	(to	Betty	DiMarco	for	movie	night	expenses)	and	$225.00	(to	
Jerry	Speir	for	filing	fees	related	to	the	Good	Neighbor	Agreement).	Drew	Ward	
suggested	that	we	find	another	source	other	than	donations	to	fund	filing	fees.		
	
Committee Reports 
Quality	of	Life.		Julianna	Padgett	discussed	three	issues	related	to	this	committee’s	
work.	

1. There	has	been	no	official	quality	of	life	meeting.	However,	in	a	discussion	
with	Betty	DiMarco	and	Andreas	Hoffman,	it	is	probable	that	a	committee	
meeting	will	be	held	soon	to	meet	with	representatives	of	the	Broadmoor		
Development	Corporation.		This	would	be	to	explore	the	feasibility	of	a	similar	
structure	for	Carrollton.	Several	members	expressed	an	interest	in	being	a	
part	of	this	meeting	including	Bob	Larsen,	David	Alvarez,	Drew	Ward,	and	
Byron	Johnson.		Betty	D’Marco	also	suggested	that	we	consider	meeting	with	
Freret	Neighborhood	Association	and	the	work	they	have	done	with	
Neighborhood	Housing	Services.	

2. Megan	Langhoff	was	requested	to	respond	to	questions	raised	about	the	TCC	
Project.	She	gave	a	statement	from	Susan	Guidry	and	strongly	underlined	that	
Councilwoman	Guidry’s	office	does	not	control	state	money	and	has	no	
jurisdiction	over	the	Project,	other	than	zoning.		She	referred	us	to	Walter	
Leger.		Drew	Ward	intends	to	meet	with	Mr.	Leger	shortly	about	this	issue	and	
he	was	asked	to	include	the	chair	of	the	committee	in	his	meetings.		Betty	
DiMarco	expressed	concern	about	the	reactions	of	African	American	ministers	
to	TCC’s	receipt	of	state	money,	while	they	are	working	hard		and	have	
received	nothing,	and	feel	they	have	been	misled	about	the	project.		Ms.	
Langhoff	said	she	would	convey	our	concerns	to	Ms	Guidry.		Request:	Provide	
guidance	on	finding	the	original	legislation	underwhich	this	center	was	
awarded	the	state	funding	and	to	continue	to	help	forward	a	peaceful	
conversation	among	all	parts	of	the	neighborhood.	



3. Neighborhood	Engagement	Office	is	sponsoring	a	Capacity	Building	Initiative	
this	Saturday,	May	10th,	10‐1,	Sojourner	Truth	Community	Center.	

	
Safety	and	Crime.	Bob	Larsen	indicated	no	report	from	this	committee.	Barry	
Brantley	indicated	there	are	some	meetings	that	Bob	may	want	to	attend.	
	
Zoning . In the absence of the chair, Barry Brantley reviewed the report with the board.  
Charles Neyrey, the architect for the Oak Lofts,was present and answered questions. The 
board voted unanimously to accept the recommendations of the report as follows: 
 
The Zoning Committee met on April 30.  Attending:  Bob Larsen, Judy Lewis, Matt 
Shwery, Jerry Speir. 
1.  Oak Lofts:  The developer, George Fowler, seeks a conditional use approval to build 

a condo complex in the 8600 block of Oak Street.  The issues before the Planning 
Commission (and Council) are: 
a. To allow a building over 10,000 square feet on a single parcel of land 
b. To allow a density of greater than one unit per 1000 square feet of lot area, the 

existing rule. 
c. To be exempt from a requirement of two off-street loading areas. 

 
The committee recommends support for the project, conditioned on inclusion of at least 
one off-street loading area. 
 
Rationale:  The first two issues arise because multiple lots have been combined into a 
“single parcel.”  Normally, buildings up to 10,000 square feet are allowed on single 
commercial lots in C-1A zones.  Though,  a condo complex will not have the kinds of 
loading requirements of some other types of commercial developments, concerns were 
expressed by several neighbors about this issue during public meetings.  The committee 
feels that one off-street loading area would be beneficial and important in minimizing the 
building’s impact on the neighborhood. 
 
The building does not require a height variance.  It’s height has been reduced from the 
original proposal of a five-story building (with the fifth floor being primarily a deck and 
events space), to a four-story building with the fourth floor recessed to present only a 
three-story front to Oak Street.  The building has also been redesigned to move its 
footprint further from the rear property line than the original proposal.   
 
The committee has sought input from the neighborhood via email and has attended the 
two public meetings organized by the developer.  We believe that there is general support 
in the neighborhood for the project. 
 

2.  1906 S. Carrollton – Owner  (David Alvarez, who attended our April meeting) seeks 

to return the house to its status as a “double” that it had when he bought it.  Some time 

ago, he applied to the city to remove an interior wall and convert the house to a single.  
He now seeks to restore the wall and return the house to a double.  But the house is on 



too small a lot for a double (40’, instead of the minimum 50’) and lacks the required 

two off-street parking spaces for a double. 
 
The committee recommends support for this waiver (re: lot size and parking spaces) with 
the understanding that these are exceptional circumstances and would only be returning 
the building to its original status. 
 
Some committee members are concerned about establishing a precedent of allowing 
doubles on small lots with no parking.  But it is also noted that the draft of the new zoning 
ordinance being considered would allow doubles on 30’ lots, with no parking requirement.   
 

3.  1037 Dante – Owners want to install a carport shed roof over an existing driveway.  

The issue is that the roof would go all the way to the fence on the property line and 

violate the 3’ setback requirement.  

 
The committee recommends taking no position on this issue.  Numerous similar carport 
roofs exist in the neighborhood.  The committee feels that this is primarily an issue 
between the neighbors.  One committee member argued for recommending that CRNA 
oppose the variance request. 
 
4.  Signage on Oak Street.  The committee recommends that CRNA ask the city to 

enforce signage rules on Oak Street.  Currently, we believe that two signs violate rules 

against blinking signs on the street:  Mellow Mushroom’s blinking sign and the 

relatively new scrolling sign (which also hangs too low over the sidewalk) at the re-
sale shop in the 8200 block.  (Signage regulations appear in Section 12 of the Zoning 

Ordinance, which is available on the City Planning Commission’s website.) 

	
Additional zoning issues raised: 
Drew Ward is concerned about a parking issue on Leonidas. It was suggested that he bring 

the issue to the zoning committee. 
David Alvarez indicated interest in the impact of the new Tulane stadium on the 

neighborhood in terms of traffic, but also in terms of potential neighborhood 
building opportunities. 

Betty DiMarco spoke about the new awning in front of Lebanon Café. Others compared 
this issue with similar concerns at Jacques-Imos and Maple Leaf.  A sidewalk café 
permit is needed and this may be an issue to address in the future.  

 
 
Events.  Betty DiMarco is considering a social event in Dublin Park and will contact 

businesses in that area. A general membership meeting is to be planned for 
Thursday, June 12th. Location suggestions include Johnson School, outdoor at 
Cambronne / Oak or at St. Matthews.  The meeting should be broadly advertised. 	

	



Nominating Committee. Byron Johnson reported on the upcoming board nominations.  
We are looking for at least three new members. The committee (Byron, Barry, 
Julianna) suggested the following guidelines to the nominations: 

 Standardized written application 
 Diversity of representation from across the neighborhood 
 Announcement of the meeting through mailed postcard as well as other social 

media avenues 
 Clarification of the meaning of “active” to include financial or in-kind 

contributions to the association  
	
The	discussion	included	pros	and	cons	of	allowing	a	person	at	the	general	
membership	meeting	to	nominate	themselves	and	be	elected	that	evening;		door	to	
door	distribution	of	meeting	announcements;	and	clarifying	the	role	of	the	
association,	as	well	as	telling	the	story	of	accomplishments.		Engaging	members	
includes	showing	them	the	value	of	the	organization.	
	
Barry	Brantley	intends	to	solicit	sponsorships	for	the	costs	related	to	postcard	
mailing.	He	will	also	send	a	copy	of	the	board	application	to	the	board	for	review.	
Councilwoman	Guidry	is	willing	to	announce	the	general	meeting	in	their	monthly	
newsletter.	
	
The	report	was	accepted	unanimously.	
	
Other	discussion:	
Drew	Ward	has	an	ongoing	sidewalk	repair	project	to	demonstrate	volunteer	impact.	

He	is	accepting	donations	of	time,	garden	plants,	etc.	
David	Alvarez	is	interested	in	grantwriting,	needs	assessments,	increasing	capacity.		

Councilwoman	Guidry	will	send	him	information	about	the	grants	available	
through	her	office.	

	
A motion was made by Betty DiMarco and seconded by Drew Ward for adjournment. 	
	
	
Minutes compiled by Julianna Padgett, Secretary-Treasurer	


